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HIS Account of the late Terri 
ble Earthquake in Sicily,I thought 

= deſerved to be put in Engliſh. 
The Autbor, who is a Prieſt, has writ it 
in a very plain Style ; and I have ventured 
# to leave out ſeveral things that are in the 
Original, eſpecially that relate. to Miracles, 
1 and other Fopperies his Profeſſion leads binz 
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HE late Earthquake that fell out in 
Sicily is of ſo aſtoniſhing a. Nature, as 
can be eaſilier imagined, than expreſl ; 
and ſuch a one as can hardly, if ar all; 

ee parallel'd in any preceding Age. It's true, that 

nd has been often the Scene of ſuch kind of Tra- 
dies, and the Irruptions of Mount Ana have 
2en'tio-news in the World for near two thouland 
ears paſt: But whether as an effect of the Anger 

@ Heaven; or of the Crazinels of this Globe of 

te Earch, which ſeems to begn to yield to. the 
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Injuries of Time, as all other things do ; certain it 
is, Thar this laft Earthquake, for the fuddennefs 


of it, and the = on Deſolations it has produced, 


is the moſt aſtoniſhing one that ever was. 
Philoſophers will be inclinable to ſearch for the 
natural Cauſes of ſtich a Pfmnomenon, in the Quality 
and Temper of the Surimer that went before : 
And I am willing ſo far to humour them, as to 
ſuppoſe, That the many great Rains and intenfe 
Heats ſucceeding ſo often one another this laſtSum- 
ret in all the Southern parrs of Situly, might con- 
tribute to this affrightful Irruption : For the imper- 
ceptable Caſma's thereby made into the Bowels of 
the Earth, might probably give room for the Va- 
pouts of the Atmoſphere to infiauate themſdlyes 
into thoſe Subterraneous Cavities, which after- 
wards dilating themſelves, and requiring greater 
room, muſt needs forte their way chrough all'Ob- 
ftacles that pent them in. Bs 
But leaving this Diſquifttion to others; It would 
ſeem this Earthquake carried along with it fome 
more than ordinary Marks of an immediate ſtroke 
of Heaven. And as feldom the Divine Vengeance 
exerts its power upon us Mortals in any National 
Calamity, without giving us ſome previous Warn- 
ings ; fo this late Stroke was uſhered in with un- 
wonted Prefages, of which it were hard, if not 
mpollible, co give any natural Cauſe, though-per- 
| baps 
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haps | be as little a Vortary to: Superſtirtion as any 
man can be, notwithſtanding the World is pleag'd 
to tax our Order with it; yet the ſtrangeneſs of 
one or two Omens that preceded this Earthquake, 
may juſtly prevail with meto give here a ſhort Ac- 
count of them. 

Paſſing over that mighty loud Warning from 
Mount #tna that happened for three days together 
in June laſt, which is always remark'd as a Fore- 
runner of ſome Irruption, either of the Mount ir 
ſelf, or of ſome parc thereabouts ; This following 
ſtrange Phenomenon fell out at Siracuſa on the 
1 5th. of May before. 

About two hours before Sun-ſetting, the Armo- 
ſphere being very clear, the Heavens appear'd on 
a ſudden all on = without any flaſhes of Light- 
ning, or the leaſt noiſe of Thunder, which laſted 
about a Quarter of an hour. About which time 
was ſeen in the Air, as it were perpendicularly 
above the City, two Rainbows, after the uſual 
maaner, with points towards the Earch,and a third 
ranvers'd ; the Colours of all chree being extreme-- 
ly bright. This was by all Speators thought the 
more Supernatural, that during the whole time 
theſe Rainbows appear'd, there was not one ſin- 
gle Cloud to be ſeen in any part of the Horizon. 

In July thereafter, at Catanea, the neareſt Town 
to Mownt Ztna, there fell out another as ſurpriſing 

B 2 Prelage. 
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Preſage. Inthe Church of che Minimes there, one 
* Father B.letti lies buried ; a man who was believed 
by thePeople of that Country to have by his Prayers 
ſtopt the progrels of that fearful Irruption of Aftna 
which happened about a hundred and twenty years 
ago. The Story goes, Thac a Flood of Bitu- 
menous Matter, like burning Ou}, being thrown 
out of the Mountain, was carried down with a 
mighty rapidity to the very Gates of Catanea, bear- 
ing every thing before it in its way. Every body 
expected to be immediatly devoured by this Sul- 
phureous Innundation, when this Holy man by 
his Exorciſms and Prayers, in preſence of all che 
People, pur a ſtopto its Careir. Now this Tomb 
being ever ſince held in greateſt venerarion by the 
People of Catanea, and notwithſtanding his Name 
was never in the Calender, yetdaily Prayers and 
Offerings ceas'd not to be offered at'his Shrine, It 
fell'our, as I have fſaid,in Jrly lalt, That one morn- 
in9 when the Doors of the Church came to be 


opened, the Statue of the Sainc that was placed np» -— 


on his Monument, was fallen down, and lay flac 
on the ground. This was at firſt thought to be buc 
an ordirary Accident; bu: the Statue, every time 
tt was [et up upon its Baſhs again, for ſeven or 
eight nights together was conſtantly found fallen 
down to the ground in the morning , and at laſt 
was forced to be Jaid flat upon the Tomb, in 


which 


PF | © 
which poſture it lay till this late Deſtrution both 
of it, and the Town ir ſelf. 

A third Preſage that ſcem'd to foretelthis Earth- 
quake, happen'd in a little'Village within Three 
Miles from Catanea, named A4lari, where uſed to 
grow as good Wine as any in Sicily. In February 
laſt about Sun+ſetring, all the People of the Coun- 
trey about, ſaw, as they thought; this Yillage all in 
Flames: The' Fire - they imagined began from 
leſs ro more,  increaling for about a quarter of an 
Hour together, and then all the Houſes of the 
Villages appear'd as in oneFlame, which laſted for 
abour Six minutes, till ic ſeetn'd to decay for want 
of more Fuel. A great many People thar liv'd near 
the Village, when they ſaw the” Fire firſt begin, 
came runniag to ir ; to do the Friendly office of 
helping to extinguiſh the Fire; and all along the 
Road, till they-were almoſt within -the very Vil- 
lage it ſelf, they imagined they ſaw the Fire ex: 
tend ir ſzIf more and' more; but being entred, 
they found all wasa deception of the ſight, ifnort 
a Preſage of that Calamity that fome Months af- 
ter befel che Place. 40 S719, 
- But I'cometo the dreadful Earchquake it ſelf, 
a greater than which we read not of jn either An- 
cient or Modern Hiſtory. Ir's here indeed that 
| can neither give my elf nor others the ſarisfactis 
on | could with, there beiag lo many little Places; 

and: 
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and even ſome: AY e Towns deſtroy'd, 
where there js no Inhabitants left to give us ag 
Account of the manner theſe Plages were ſwal- 
lowed up. So that of theſe we can bave no 
other Narrative, but what People at a diſtance, 
and in a hurry themſelves for fear of ſinking into 
the ſame Ruin, have been able to give us. 

This Earthquake diffus'd it ſelf into. all theſe 
three diſtricts ordiviſtons into which the I{land of 
Sicily is ordinarily divided, which are, x. Valli 
di Nato, comprehending principally the Eaſtern 
parts. of the 1fland. 2. Mazaro, containing the 
Weſtern, and Southera Parts; And 3. Mons, 
which conkaes it ſelf rothe North and North-Eaſt 
Parts ofthe Iſland, The greatelt ſhaking reach'd 
from .Hlownt Atna, all along to Cape Paſſaro, the 
Pachmus of the Ancients. In all this vaſt Tra&t 
of Land, nathing Rood the ſhock, but all fell 
under the weight of a general Ruin. | 

: It was on the 7th. of January 1693. about Ten 
at Night, that Mowit Ama began to utter thoſe 
hideous Roarings, which ſeldom bur uſher in 
ſome Tragedy of the Nature of what followed, 
Thole loud Bellowings continued till the gtb. 
when about T'welve a Clock they began to ceaſe, 
or rather fall lower. Within an Hour after, the 
Inhabitants of Catanea, which was the next Town 
ro the Mountain, began to perceive a ſhaking 

under 


under them about three Minutes together. . This 
did little other hurt than affrighe the people, and 
ive them fears'of ſome further hurt, It was re- 
markable , -that during the' three Minntes this 
ſhake-continued, and an Hour before, there wz 3 
not the leaſt noiſe heard from Mount A#tna. | But 
within leſs than. a Minute after the thake was o- 
ver, not only did the noiſe redouble infigitely 
more terrible than it had been before; but the 
whole Top obthe Mouncain appear all in Flames, 
which the Wind blowing from che Weltward, 
carried with ita vaſt quantity of Burnt Aſhes, 
which have always been found to be the ordinary 
atcendants of thofe Flamy Irruptions. It is not 
certain how'far this ſhake of the 9th. diflas'd it 
ſelf ; but 'tis:probable that mae; or leſs of it was 
felt chrough'moft-of the South Parts of this It]and, 
For the/Imhabitantsof the Cities of Mineo, Palaonia,. 
Ragoſa, andthe Town of Licoda, felt all of them 
the fame (hake,. and at the ſame very Miaute of 
the day asCatanea had done. 
Altthis was but the Forerunner of the horrid- 
eftſhake of all, which fell our. on the 11th. This 
aftefted the whole Ifland, but very unequally. 
And by: the exacteſt computation can be made, . 
the whole period of it laſted not above Six Mi- 
nutes, 'from Meſſma Northwards, to Gafe Coio, the: 
farthelt poinc of Sicily ro-the South... 


Catanea 
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Catanea 4s thought to have been the: firſt that. 
fellunder the weight ofthis heavy'Calamiry, This 
City is as Ancient asmolt in Sioily;ſeated ina plea- 
ſant and rich Soil, inhabired by ſeveral of the 
Gentry thereabouts, endowed with an Univerſity, 
and containing'about Twenty Four. "Thouſand 
Souls,” wasſunk out of ſight:ina Moment. There 
happen'd ſome Fiſher-boats to be at that time in 
the Bay that lyes South of the Town, and within 
a Leagues diſtance, who give an Account, - That 
they {aw the City fink down with the noiſe as ir 
were-of ſome'Thouſand Pieces of: Great Ordnance 
diſcharged all at once. - After it was'thus vaniſh- 
ed out 'of their fight, -the Fiſhermen ſay, Thar 
ſonte Minures thereafrer, to the: Eaſtward, near 
where the City ſtood, there roſeupa little Moun- 
cain, 'which lifting it felt up {evefal times a conſi- 
derable heighth; above the ordinary level of the 
ground: thereabour; ſunk ar laſt Ikewife out of 
their' fight. The Fiſhermenda likewiſe: declate; 
That during all this horrid /Tragedy, which they 
ſaw befal the Ciry Catanea, they themſelves were 
eveily Moment expetting to. be {wallawed-up. in 
the Bay, by realon of the. ſtrange violent Apitcati- 
ons of cnc Sea ; and ſcarce was thivheaving; up of 
the. imaginary Mountain'on the Southſide of '(ata- 
nea over, but they felrthe Sea Calm. Irc's thoughr 
there has not eſcaped of the Inhabitants of Catanea, 
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above:-T'wo, Thouſand bf all..- Thoſe:that efap't 
carne away either afterthe ſhaking. 'o the 
the Morning'of the 1 xthi' -: And the bis 
ing of Mount Etna, which uſes co bethe Foreraw? 
ner of forme Calarniry: : on ithat fidegave ithews 
warning to! fleec:'r Burt they wett the bates 
of People only, that had the 'oppertanity to-miake 
ſo.happy an eſcape, the reſt falling under the Unix 
verſal Rain. In the: place hdies Catanea'ſtood;y: 
appears now ata diſtance a great Lake, with fore! 
great heaps of Rubbiſh-appearing here: and __ 
aboye the Water. 
 Ihitdalmoft forgot one Cinciniliaingd very T6<! 

markable;;-which.the Fiſhermen: that-were in'the- 
_ Catanea at” the rime'of this: laft:fhake; do: 
poſi 


tively afirm;; they ſay,” Thar borh befdtexidd: 
ſome Minutes afcer che Earthquake.happened;,; 
Mount: Aitna appeat'd more than ever in Flamesy 
and:chenoife was greater than ithad been fince/irs- 
firſt [rruption ofthe-/7th)0 Bur a few Minintesafe: 
cer Catanea iwas{wallowed/up, there | was: neither: 
Flamesto be ſeen; nor che- leaſt noiſe:ro be theard 
for the-{pact-of Five or Six ours rogether.' : And 
chen the Mountain began of new again to roar and? 
chrowiour Flames:more duskiſh) and;(mokyrian 
x-any.tme before;': +0 1. 
- Theſame ſhake that utterly: deflroyed Cataneg 
did S085 heaps anore:chaw ther half bf Saragoſa, 
C the 


the, Ancient Syecuſa. This City, once the 
greateſt gf1Sicily, and if we will believe ſome An- 
cieat Hiſtorians, 'particularly Strabo, the largeſt 
oncein the World, may. contend with any in Ex- 
rope for Antiquity, having beca the Seac for a. great 
many Ages of a flouriſhing Commonwealth, and 
the Scene of a great many Warlike Acions. It 
retdin'd ſtill fome marks of its Ancient Greatneſs, 
gm the Advantages of a Rich Soil, and plea- 
t Scituation, and a ſtrong Caſtle to defend- ir, 
might contain about 16000 Peoplei This -An- 
cient City ſuffered much by the ſhake of the gh. 
moſt of the beſt Buildings, and the greateſt part 
of the Caſtle-being renc 1n ſeveral places. 'Upon 
the 10th: at Night, it underwent another conſfides+ 
rable ſhake with a mighty Tempeſt of Wind, 'fo 
that the great Bell in one of its Churches was 
heard ſeveral times to make a ſound, through. the 
violent trembling of the Steeple. : A great many 
were kill'd by the fall of Houſes the time! this 
ſhake and Tempeſt happened ; and moſt thae 
were able, or had:the opportunity, fled out of 
wg that Night, which. was the occaſion of their: 
S : | re rinoh | 
1 Bur the ſhake of the 11th: broughe with it a 
ſudden and: inevitable. Deftrution , throwing, 
doven in 2 Moment morethan two. parts of thiee 
of the whole |City, and. burying 4n irs Rubbiſh 
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above four parts'of five of the People thav were 
lefe,, 1 'The leaſt Computation that can; be wide 
of the loſsgof the Inhabitants of x;/ ts abipve<7 566] 
the reſt eſcaping, as I have ſaid, the Night before? 
and ſome Hhindreds were dig'd out of the” Ruins 
alive, burlame and bruis'd, 16 chat few of ther 
ies thought, will recover. Moſt of the Magi- 
ſtrates and People of beſt Faſhion ran into the 
tear Church for fhelcer, where they met-with 
Death by the fall of the Stone Roof and'rhe'Sree? 
ple both together. © 6) [4 
The City of Noto had yet a worſe Fate than 
Syracnſa, ſcarce any part of it now ftanding.' This 
Place is ofte-of the Ancienceſt of Siity, and one 
contended 'for 'the- prehetninence with Syraciiſe it 
felE,' | It is ſrithare 'on 'a very high Rock, almoſt 
inacceſſable on all fides, but by one narrow paſ 
ſage 3 having/under the Cape Puſſimm (One of - the 
beſt and lirgeſt Harbouts'in therwhol&TMand;\and 
being indeed the Key of Sicily 'on that fide. ® The 
mighty hardneſs of the Rock on which Noro ſtood); 
feer'd roſecure it from'the'hazard of Parthqiiakes, 
bur'it felt char ſhike* of the"gth. with tnors vi8- 
tence than any ochet place of the hand: Thitef 
the oth. Jaid it in's Moment in heaps, the mit 
ner whereof we canner attain, by reaſott rione; of 
the Inhabicants are left, but ſome few that lefr the 


Place on the gth, There is ſeen yet ſtanding a 
ONS. 2 part 
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part of che!Church of 4 Benediine Monaſtery; arid 


ſcarce any more of the whole Town ; the Inhabi- 
rants being computed about Seven Thouſand 


21 Auguſta, a,City well (cieuated, having alarge 
pſec. iato the. Sea, and. adorned; wykh very 

arge and ſafe Hatbours, a place of good Frade 
for Corn ; This, Place ſuffer'd conſiderably by 
the ſliake,ob the 9th. ./many ofthe Inhabirancs, 40 
the number of about 600. were bruis'd 16 Deach 
with the fall of the Houſes. Om the 4otb;-thers 
was another. ſhake, which obliged moft of the 
People of; Note to betake themſelves to che Caſtle 
for. thear. Security, {which,.prov'd +as-ualucky.;,to 
them as the, great Church had: been to:them.of Sy- 
racu/a; for thete:happening great flaſhes of Light- 
ning,, which ſeem'd to ſet the whole Heavens: a- 
fre, + 0ne of,thern fell on the Magazine of Pow:+ 
er kept there,. and blew.up the Caſtle and all the 
People within, amounting to about; 1 ,60.; : The 
ſhake on the 1-1th. put: an end to the. Catss 
firophe, by. overturning. the T'own, ,and. buyying 
the, reſt of: the Inhabitants. in; it ; ſo that ;there 
ſcarce ;remains any thing of. the; Ancient. Auguſa, 
bur. the Name. The-Inhabitants were reckoned 
near 6000, of, whom we have Account of none 
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:':£dntini, .the Angigat.:Leinorin; famous for aft! 
beauciful Lake on-which'ic ſlood,:; a place ofabutit? 
3600 Families,, and a place of rolerable Trade by 
Fiſhiog:and-Salc- Miges ,,\undermeon; ther nnibfor- 
twne-of lifs:Neiphbotir; and. dnejbatRival >Syracyd 
ſa.\Theſh3ke of 5he:ih reduced aero K fits iand 
its not known. if any, of: the! lghgbirants be fayed;/ 
There is. .n9v6jtq-beilecn leverat great. heaps of 
Earth;jfsje-Lakes vv hdietthge mas ane before; 
And the Peaſants, who live on.the other fideropy 
poſite-to the, FRE xwhesc Lentini;ftopd. \have're. 
ported, That finee this,Earthquake, theLake which 
was formerly dlear,and Lipid; and: wonderfully 
ſtord. with all vaziery) of ;Filh., 'is> nowrbecome 
brackiſh, and ofa falr and'/bitumengiivraſte;! and 
vaſt number of. Fiſh. are found every. day.” dead! 
upon.the Shore. | | 

- \Some\bertenFate,had Calatoyrone, a prettyiFown/ 
containing ;above; 760 People, and: well built) 
moſt of hewn Stone. "The ſhake of-the gtb'\was 
very little perceptible 'there.; and that of-the 132þ 
was much leſs than aay \vbere within ſome miles 
af, is; . It-was not {9 little,” bug-that it overturn'd 
abour the 5th part af-the Fowng, and: rwo Mona# 
ſeries, | and is thought, deſtroy'd in all no fewer: 
than 2000 Souls. , ..; | 

.. Mics felt both the ſhakes of-the 9tband 11th,and: 
there ſeem'd bur. lucle difference betwixt the ,yio- 


lence.. 
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legceol cither; or the'damape each did. 'Arborh 
times ſeveral Houſes, and a pretty large Church, 
was overturn'd, andits thought near 4000 of the 
Inbabirants are»periſhed.. lt was remarkable; 
Thae che time of the ſhake of the 9th, the Heavens 
abourthis Town were very ſerene, ſcarce a Cloud: 
appearing above the Horizon : But that of the 
Lith was attended with a mighty ftorm-of Thun- 
der,* Lightning 'and' Hail , which lafted' above 
{1x hours together. D901 DR 33] 1 

. Monreal,, "commonly -call'd 'Moreal, received 
ſome damage in its buildings, and ſome few of 
the Inhabicancs periſhed by their fall. | The ſhake 
of- the 'r1eh* did greatly ſhatter' che Cathedral 
Church, which is indeed one' of the beauriful 
Structures in the World. The Dome, which ſtands 
above the High Altar, fell, and cruſh'd in pieces 
four curious Pillars of Braſs, with ſeveral Starues 
of Saints of as good Workmanſhip 8 any in Chri- 
ſendom. Neither was the Archbiſhop's Palace 
free, it being ſer on fire by Lightning, and a con- 
fiderable part of it burnt do SE 3.6 
- Palermo, the Sear of the Viceroy , 'felt lictle' or 
nothing of the ſhake of the gth, though leveral 
ſmall ſhakings they had had ſome days before. 
Burt that of the 1 1th was almoſt as terrible as m 
any other place, except Catanea, Syracaſa and' 4u- 
ouſta. A great many Houſes wete ſhattered, ard 
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fome fell to the | ground, The' Cathedral  ſuf- 
fered, extremely in/-its Roof, and a Church-be- 
longing to the Carmelite Monaſtery, was totally 
deſtroyd. The Vice-Roy, with all his Family, 
and the Archbiſhop, retir'd aboard: the Galleys an 
the: Harbour, where'by the violent motion of:\the 
Wacer they expected every moment tobe! fwal- 
lowed up. Some part of the great Mole built of 
Stone, that lecures the Pore, being ſhattered with» 
ig/a few foot of their Gally. 'kt's ſaid, therewvere 
not aboye 100 people in all kilfd'ar Palermo;' and: 
thoſe moſtly that liv'd ii a Subburb built of Wood: 
The Town of Paſceni it's not known whether 
the fliake of the 9th or x1th deſtroyed ir. Jt: was 2 
pretty place, \conſiſting of about rwo hundrech Fa+ 
milies, and thoſe thought che richeſt of any htthe 
Town of Sicily, by reaſan of the goodneſs of-its 
Wine and Silk exported thence to the Seaciti.oonſi- 
derable quantitites. Now-there is riot one:{ingle 
Houſe. let) ſtanding, nor-one ſingle perſon ſav'd. 
Anew Lake takes up now that: ſpacious Valley. on 
the-Eaſt-fide of the Town, which. was all hither . 
coyered- with the beſt. of Vines; and the. Water 
_ is of a brackiſh-colour, anda bitumenous 
tate, ” | | 
Patuzolo, a bigger place: than Paſceni, though - 
not ſo happily Gibnated. nor ſo rich, + LARS, 5 
lame Fate wich '1t;, . Nonezof the. Inhabitanes, for 
any 
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any thingis'yet known, - were; ſav'd, the tumber 
of which roighs probably amoutit t6'about roo! 
people ar tealt; 316700 his ot 0 ET 

Furla, a Town about the bigneſs of- Paſcent , 
and ſeated-oni-2-riſing: Hill -aniidft Quarries of 
Srone, much of chenarure of Marble, wasnothing 
more fortunate, 'we having no' other account' of 
irs Ruin, | but 'wharthoſe'thar aw it at a diſtance 
could give. It may be worthy of Remark, That 
in ſeveral parts of the. Mountain about Furla, the 
Rocks; which formerly were 'almoſt as white as | 
Genoa Marble, in the chinks that 'the Earthquake 
made among them, the Stones are now of aburnc | 
Colour, as if-Fire and Powder had-been- us'd ro 
rentchemaſunder. | The Fountainsof Frefh- water 
wherewith theſe Mountains do abound, haveloft 
their:clearnefs, and have both a (ulphurous ſmell | 
and caſte. : The Inhabitants of Farla werereckoned | 
*b4acinear a:thoufand Sous; 211712 tp bid 5 1 
"A. Town much greater:than any- of the three 
laſt; :Sciorta, ſcituared in a0pleaſant Valley, and 
rich-Soyl, where the belt Rock-ſalt is digg'd, was 
likewiſe totally demoliſh'd: by the ſhake>of> the 
11th, and now nothing burvaſtheaps of Rubbiſh, 
and which is ſtrange, a Church belonging ro4 
Benediftine Nunnery, yet intire, are to be ſeen, 
where. Sciorti once ſtood : We know of none of 
the Inhabitants that haves ſay'd 'themifetves from 
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this Calamity, and they are reckoned to amount to 
two thouland Souls, 

The ſame Fate befel .Militello, no inconſidera- 
ble Town, whereof the Inhabitants were eſteemed 
pretty rich, by the means of one of the moſt conſi- 
derable Manufa&uries of Silk that was in Sicily. 
It's probable this place was deſtroy'd before the 
ſhake of the 11th; for the Countrey-people, who 
dwell on the Neighbouring Ridge of Mountains, 
do affirm, that it was not to be ſeen upon the 1 1th 
in the Morning : But at what precile time it was 
{wallowed up, they cannot tell, being that for 
three days before, they could not ſee fo far as Mi- 
litello, by reaſon of a thick Fog which continued 
from Twelve a Clock of the 8th day, till the 
Morning of the 11th. It's ſcarce to be imagined 
what a ſurpriſing Change this place has under- 


gone. For a conliderable part of the Mountain 


that lay on the North-ſide of the Town, has been, 
through the violence of the Earthquake, torn aſun- 
der, and the one half has overwhelm'd the Town : 
There being a vaſt Chaſma now to be {een betwixt 
it, and the other part of the Mountain that re- 
main'd {till in its firſt poſture : Miltello might pro- 
bably contain about 6000 people, whereot no 
one 1s left to give Tidings how its Calamity came 
abour. 


x. 
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Lnockela had not altogether (o bad a Fate as the 
former. This place felt the ſhake of the gth very 
ſeverely ; inſomuch that a great part of the Houſes 
fell by it. The Inhabitants over and above this, 
and ſome former ſhakes, had another Prognoſtick 
of the Ruin that was coming on the place, which 
influenced a conſ{1derable number of them to leave 
the Town upon the 9th at night. There was an 
old Caſtle, which ſtood upon a riling ground, ſome 
wo miles from Luochela, ſaid to have been built 
by the Romans tn the time of the Punick War. T his 
Caſtle was, in the view of the People of Laochela, 
{wallowedupin a moment, and no remaining Ve- 
ſtige was to be ſeen where it ſtood ; but inſtead 
thereof, there guſh'd up a prodigious quantity of 
Waters, which in a few hours made up a very con- 
fiderable Lake where the Caſtle had ſtood. So that 
it is to the afhrightful view of this Caſtle's bein 
overturn'd, that more than the halt of the People 
of the Town owe their ſafety, as having fled the 
Town upon fight thereof. The reſt of the Town 
and Inhabitants were utterly deſtroy'd on the 1 1th; 
and now there remains nothing but vaſt heaps of 
Rubbiſh where the Town formerly ſtood. Luvs 
chela might probably contain two thouſand peo- 
ple, whereof near the half are deſtroyed. 

Palonia, a very pretty little Town, very well 
built, and endowed with one of the beautifulleſt 


Churches 
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Churches in the whole Iſland, felt ſeveral ſhakes, 
of which thoſe of the gth and 11th were the moſt 
terrible. The Church was ſhattered'in a thouſand 
places ; and the Dome was on the 11th thrown 
down, which broke the High Altar to pieces, and 
cruſh'd to death ſome 300 people, with the Prieſt 
that was ſaying Maſs. There was little other 
damage done in Palonia; moſt of the People ha- 
ving betaken themſelves to the Fields, upon the 
Accident that befel the Dome of the Church. So 
that the loſs has not been fo great, neither in the 
fall of Houſes, nor death of people, in Palonia, 
as it was in moſt other Towns about ir, 

Buchino, a conſiderable Village, eſcaped very 
near as well as the Town of Palonia, moſt of 
the Houſes being thrown down, but ſcarce any 
of the people kill'd, though ſome much bruiſed. 

Scodia, a Burgh about the bigneſs of the other, 
was /greatly ſhaken on the 11th, and about 150 
people kill'd by the fall of the Church in the time 
of Maſs. Within a mile of chis Village there was 
a Lake about two miles about, and very deep. 
The ſhake of the gth was ſeen clearly to occaſion 
the leflening of the Water of the Lake, ſo that it 
was dry tor fome paces round the Banks. Bur fo 
{trange was the effect of the ſhake of the 1 1th upon 
this Lake, that near the midſt of it there opened a 
large Caſma, which ſwallowed-up all the remain- 
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ing Water, and left che whole Channel dry Land, 
which continues lo. 

Another Vitlage called Chivramonte, had yet a 
worle Fate. The ſhake of the gth. ſhatrered the 
Houſes, bur that of the 11th. overturn'd them 
all together, and buried the Inhabitants in their 
Ruins, which were computed to be between 


" three and four Hundred. 


Monteruſſo was conſiderably ſhaken both on the 
11th. and gth. but the only loſs of the People 
was of about 200 that fled into the Caſtle, ſtand- 
ing upon an Eminence for ſhelter, who were, 
with the Caſtle it ſelf, buried in the Ground, and 
the place where it ſtood is now a Pool of Water 
of a briniſh Taſte. 

The Beautiful Town of /izzmi underwent a 
Fortune like that of Catanea. Scarce any Place 
feem'd more ſecure from ſuch Accidents than it ; 
foric lay ona rifing Hill, made up of nothing bur 
hardeſt Stones of the nature of Marble; yet on 
the 9th. and ſome days before,it felt [everal ſhakes, 
which did no great damage, by reaſon of the Build- 
ings being all of Stone. However the Inhabi- 
rants began to fear the worſt, and moſt of the 
People of Qualiry and Faſhion went out of 
Town, and ferled themſelves in Tents upon the 
Hill above the Town. But thinking the hazard 
was over, as finding no ſhakes all the 10th. they 

return'd 
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return'd honie on the 11th. in the Morning, and 
within ſome Hours thereafter they and the Town 
were {wallowed up. The Inhabitants were rec- 
koned to amount to 35 00 Souls. 

The large Village of Modica, containing about 
1400 People, was lo ſuddenly ſwallowed up on 
the 9th, that no one Perſon eſcap'd ; and it was in- 
deed the only Place. of che whole Iſland thact re- 
ceivedinot its-full Ruin by che ſhake of the 11th. 
This.was not the firſt time that Modica has beer 
laid in heaps by Earthquakes ; for within theſe 
Hundred years, it has twice changed its Sear 
rhough till now the People: were all ſo happy as 
to ſave themſelves, and to-ſeck. for new Seats. 

Within two Miles of this Place: there runs a: 
ſmall River along a very narrow bur fruitful Val- 
ley, which in ſome places admits of high Cata- 
racts, through the great inequality of the Channel. 
By the ſhake of the 1 1th. there is-a ;Hill thrown! 
oyer, or rather athwart one of theſe Cataracts, 
for ſome twenty paces breadth, ſo that in that: 
place the River is not to be ſeen, but creeps un- 
der the Hill, and comes out again in its own or- 
dinary Channel below. The-ſame Accident has 
happened to ſeveral Rivulets in Sialy; the Earth: 
being torn from the Brink, and thrown over the: 
Rivulet, asit were inthe form of a Vault, or na- 


tural Bridge. 
The: 
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The Village Biſenti felt all the ſhakes that hap- 
pened, but received no other damage than the 
fall of ſome of the Houſes, and the Bruifing to 
Death of about a Hundred Perſons. 

Francofonte, a very pretty Town, and well [n- 
habited, but Built moſt of Timber, received lit- 
tle damage by the Earthquake, though it ſhook 
down ſome Houſes; but what the Earthquake 
did not, the Lightning and Thunder did: For ne- 
ver was there ſeen ſo terrible a Storm of both theſe 
| laſt, than Francofonte felt for three: days together. 

The Spire of the Steeple, which was built of 
Wood, and covered with Lead, -was burnt down, 
and the Nunnery of the Carmelites was almoſt ue- 
terly deſtroyed, and that ſo ſuddenly, that five of 
the Nuns was ſtifled to Death in their Beds. (If 
the Wind had been high, as it was nor, certainly 
the whole Town had been burnt to Aſhes ; biit 
by reaſon of the Calmneſs of the Wind, and che 
Care of the Inhabitants, there were not aboye 
ewelve or fourteen' Houſes burnt. 

Carlontini, a Town of good Trade, and ver 
well Inhabiced, wasgreatly ſhaken on the gtrb, ſe- 
veral Houles being thrown down, -and the. Peo- 

le buried in their Ruins. On the 10th the Bi- 
ſhop and Magiltrates exhorred the Inhabitants to 
remove out of the Town to the Fields, for even 
then there was ſome ſmall tremblings-of the Earch 


felc 
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felt almoſt every halt Hour. * The People began 
ro) get; out of Town on the 10th, about Four a 
Clock in' the Afternoon , and moſt were gone 
with the beſt things they could carry with them ; 
when the ſhake of the 1 1th overrum'd the whole 
Town ina Moment, with what remain'd of: the 
Inhabitants: '. The Place might” contains about 
4000 People; and it's thought about a fixth parc 
have periſh'd in the Earthquake. 

There ſcarce can be' found in any part of the 
World: a more Beautiful Town than Ragwſa. | Its 
Scituation , Buildings', Churches, Monifteries, 
and Territories about ir, combine to make it a 
ſort of Terreſtrial Paradiſe. It felt a great ma- 
ny {mall ſhakings on the 8th, with a ngdey Tem- 
pett of, Lightning and "Thunder. 'The ſhake © of 
the gth did ſome, but no great hurt ;* bur-that bf 
the 11th overturn'd the Town-houlſe, a very Su- 
perb Edifice, two Churches, and a great many 
Houſes. One Street, the biggeſt of the Town, 
and Inhabited by the beſt Merchants and Tradeſ- 
men of the Place, was overwhelm'd in leſs than 
the Second of a Minute, the Earth ſinking down, 
and leaving a vaſt Caſma where the Street was. 
One ' of the Churches ſunk after the manner the 
Street had done, but the other fell down. It's 
not yet known how many People perithed in Ra- 
euſa; bur the leaſt Calculation has been m_ of 

them, 
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them, amounts to $oop Sails, of whom the Citi- 
zens of the beſt Quality. make -up a great part of 
the number. Thete is to be {een from the Brink 
of this Caſma I mentioned, the Tops of ſome of 
the Houſes, a great way below the Superfice of 
the ground ; and. out: of this Cavity there comes . 
a Sulphurous, Smell, like-to choak any- body: that 
comes near it. One of the Churches that -are 
Ruin'd, .was that 'of Sana Barbara , Famous 
through all Sicily for the Miracles done at: the 
Shrine of that Saint, and in which was ſome. of the 
belt Seulprure, eſpecially that 'of the Altar-piece, 
that could be ſeen in any place' of the Chriſtian 
World. | 
\.,The Town of Scodia felt the ſhakes of the gth 
and.. 11th as;fiercely as any. Yet, which was 
ſtrange, the Town it ſelf received no damage ; 
bur the Biſhop's Palace, a very Beautiful and new 
Building, was overturn'd on the gth,. and about 
Tweary tour Perſons periſh'd in its Ruins. The 
Bilhop had not gone our but an Hour before, ha- 
ving held a Meeting of his Diocels in the Chap- 
pel of his Palace in the Morning, fo. chat he and 
they were all (av'd. 

 Specafurno, a Town of a conſiderable bigneſs, 
tying on che South fide of a Hill all planted with 
Vineyards, and very well {nhabited, fell under 
che common Calamity, - The ſhake of the 9th 


did 
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did it but little hurt, 'only che Convent. of. the 
Capuchins was deſtroyed ; but all the 10th from 
Morning till Night, there was never heard ſo 
violent a Storm of Thunder and Lightning, as if 
Heaven and Earth had been mixing together. 
By the Lightning the Town-houle, a very Regu- 
lar Building, was burnt down to the Ground, 
with ſeveral other Houſes. Some few of the In- 
habitants fled out of the Town on the 10th at 
Night, and ſo eſcaped the Deſtruction that befel 
the reſt upon the 11th. That ſhake brought over 
the whole Town in a Moments time; and there 
now remains nothing but vaſt heaps of Rubbiſh 
where Specafurno ſtood. To the South fide of the 
Town, about a Mile, there lyes a very plealanc 
freſh-Water-Lake abounding in Fiſh, which now 
is almoſt all dry Land; | only what Water remains 
in one end of ir,is of a Briniſh Taſte, and of a Black 
Colour, the Fiſh being all dead on the Shore. 
It's remark'd by the Peaſants that live on the Hills 
about this Town; that the Thunder and Light- 
ning which happened on the 10th, has fo far 
burat all the Vines, that they expe& no Grapes 
to grow on them next Year: Not only ſo, bur 
they ſmell a ſort of Sulphurous Smell, and feel a 
kind of a Biruminous Dew upon the Ground all 
thereabour. The People that periſh'd in Speca- 


W furno are computed to amount to 35 oo at leaſt, 
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there being aboi&£400 only that fav'd themſelves 


by a'timely fliphr the day before. 

Sicfly could not brag of a betrer-bujile Town, 
and a/Place off better Trade, confidering; its dis 
fance from'-the Sea, than the Town of Scichilo 
was. © ThisPlace feem'd to be delign'd by Na- 
ture to ' fall by an Earthquake, for within theſe 
Fifry Years it has been in hazard Eight times. 
FiveYezts' ago it had a very conſiderable: thake, 
which: indamaged ſeveral of the Houſes, and oyer- 
tarn'd a Church Dedicated ro St. Roch. But all 
this was nothing to what befel ic in this laſt Earth- 
quake. © The trembling. of the Earth began to be 
felr on the 8rb at Night, and withiri ewenty four 
Hours time there ſucceeded above twenty. ſhakes 


one after anorher, the laſt 'ſtill exceeding the firſt 


in'violence. © Arlaſt the ſhake of the 11th, inſtead 
of overturning the Town, as in moſt other Places, 
the Earth here funk down, and: in leſs. than two 
Moments the Town vani{h'd out of ſight. In 
its'room there is now a ſtinking Pool of Water, 
where the Dome of the Church of St. Stephen, with 
a part of the Steeple of St. Salyator ſtands above 
the Warer. It's thought there was no one fay'd 
of all the Inhabitants of this pleaſant Town) 
and they were Calculated to be about the number 
of Six or Seven Thouſand Souls, 


There 
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"There (thpd a: Bugs !CiRle, baik afcer 
the Gothick Exthid6 6 Me: eb che" Torn, 
belonging wo the mil} ' Coitelmi6y "it's now. all 
in heaps, and aboutthirty People buried; alive in 
tems”! = cli0C os; 
Cefamero',. A Village conthilfitip” 'alae? 1200 
Houſes, and ſeated on a riſing Grotnd;” was mach 
ſhaken on the 8th, gth, nd roth, but the ſhake 
of the 1 1th ayerturn'd the Chittreh, -whither: moſt 
of the People hat fled'for ſhelter, ahd- to implore 
the Aid of St: Katberine*of Serine; whoſe Chap- 
pel there, was held in the otemeft Reverence;; 
they were all cruſh'd'to. Death with the: fall ot 
the Roof, being of If id, and little other damage 
done in. the Village be RIF!" Te hs: thought there 
were' near 200 People periſh'd'4n' che” Churoh, 
and ſome 20 ifr the Village. 

Saints Crote, another Village ſomething! bigger 
than Cefamero, Was as MH ſhaken aS' the other, though 
there-was not 'fo many People kill'd. The Church 
here lands-ihtire, and only the Houles thar-were 
made of, Timber have | {uffered, and inthem near 
a, Hundred of the *fahabjrancs;,: 'che- teſt having 
fel to the Field! without the Town. : | 

The little Tow of Gramntand'iwis crack Ghz- 
ken on the 1 1th, that whole quarter that lay neav- 
eſt the Rivet bein quire--overturned , iand-all 
the People kill'd; #2 oy a the Town: 'eſthped, 


only 
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only a fmall Hoſpital near the South-gate was 
frank into the ground,. with the People in it, 
which might amount to 40. Thoſe that periſhed 
in the Quarter neareſt the River, were about 
3 50 Souls. | 

The Tower of Licodia underwent very near the 
ſame Fate. All the Houſes of Timber were 
overwhelm'd by the ſhake of the 11th, and in 
them about 300 of the Inhabitants. The Houſes 
of Stone ſtand yet, though much ſhattered, and 
the Dome of the Church was burat down by 
Lightning the day before.; There is one thing 
more remarkable fallen out near this Town. 
About a mile and a half from it, there is a pretty 
high Rteep Hill, famous for Pine-trees of a vaſt big- 
neſs, that grow upon it. The Lightning and 
Thunder has burnt down and ſcorch'd moſt of 
thoſe Trees, and on the top of the Hill there is a 
Yulcano opened, out of which there aſcends con- 
ſtantly a very thick Smoak ,, which is the more 
ſtrange, in that there was no ſuch thing heard of in: 
that part of Sicily before. 

Zaci, a. very big Town, was greatly ſhattered, 
eſpecially in the fall of two Churches on the gth; 
che: time-of Divine Service. Many of the Houſes 
of the Town were oyerturn'd on the 11th, toge- 
they with two Convents ; and particularly that of 
the Minimes., where was kept St. Peter's Net, in 

which. 
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which he took that valt quantity of Fiſh men> 
tioned in the Goſpel. By the fall of the Houſes 
and Churches, there periſhed in all about 2000 
People, whereof more than the half died by the 
fall of the two Churches. 

La Motta, a Village, the moſt famous. of the 
whole Iffand, and the ordinary retirement ia the 
Summer-time of the Citizens of Palermo , was to- 
rally overturn'd on the 9th, and now there remains 
no Veſtige of it, a Salt Pool ſucceeding in its 
place. "The Inhabitants were reckoned to be about 
200 people. 

The laſt place of Sicily I ſhall name,rthat fel this 
Earthquake, was Meſſina, a City of great Trade, 
Superb Buildings, and great Riches. The ſhake 
of the gtþ was here felt lo ſenhibly, that ix ſtruck a 
rerror into the Inhabitants, that more than half of 
them: forfook the City, and berook themſelves to 
the Fields. Thoſe that remained, betook them- 
felves to their Devotions, and all the Churches 
were throng'd with the multitudes of people, 
young and'old, that flocked to-crhem. The Arch- 
biſhop of Meſfma had order'd 48 hours prayers to 
be ſaid through the wholeCicy,and ſeveral Reliques 
to be carried in proceſſion to appeaſe the. wrath 'of 
Heaven. On the 11th the whole City was ſo 
terribly ſhaken, that twenty fix Palaces were over- 


ruxned, anda great many of the Timber-Houles. 
Every 
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Every body expected immediate death, and in vaſt 
multitudes run to the Cathedral, where the Arch- 
biſhop of Meſſina preach'd, and laid Maſs, and 
thereafter gave Ablolution, as did all-the Prieſts 
through the reſt of the City by the Archbiſhop's 
Command. After abſolution given, every-body 
made the beſt .of 'the way they could to eſcape 
from the common danger, and berook themlel ves 
to the Fields, where they were not out of hazard 
through the violence of the Thunder, Lightning 
and Rain, that continued three days together. The 
Archbiſhop retir'd with the reſt, and ar laſt the 
people did ſet up Tents to prote& them from the 
Injuries ofthe Weather. There are but few peo- 
ple kill'd in Meſſma, but moſt of che Churches 
are ſhattered more or lels; and the Chappel of the 
Archbiſhop's Palace overturn'd. 

This mighty ſtroke of God was not only on 
the Land, but was felr alſo on the Sea. For (e- 
veral Ships and ſmaller Veſſels were drowned all 
along the Coaſt of the IfJand, and even in Har- 
bours, by che violent agitation of the Water. 
Neither was there ever ſeen fo high, and fo im- 
petnous a Tyde as that of the 10th, being above 
three foot higher in moſt parts, than ever -was 
heard of before. 

In ſhort, a more aſtoniſhing, a more univerſal, 
or a more {wift- Deſtruction was never known; 


And 
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And Sicily, that was one of the beautiful'ſt, richeſt 
and fruitful'ſt Iflands in the World, is now a heap 
of Rubbiſh, and a continued Deſolation. 

Ir's impoſiible ro make a compurcation of the im- 
menſe Loſſes of Money, Merchandize, Houſes 
and Lands. Ir may modeſtly be computed to at 
leaſt fix Millions of Ducats ; and it will take an 
Age to repair the Damages it has made. The 
number of the Inhabitants that periſhed in this 
afrightful Calamity, may be ſafely reckoned:to 
come to' 120000 Souls, over and above a vaſt 
number - bruiſed by the, fall of Churches and 
z ouſes, whereof many are dead ſince, .and ſome 
continue yer in hazard, which may amount to 
” Z0000 Morte... Ep 4) Aden” 

"This Terrible Earthquake has dprmunicatedgt.... 
ſelf to the Iſland of Maltha'on' the one fide, and tor 
Calabria on the other ; and the Deſolations it has | 
made in both thoſe Places, are ſaid to be very 
great. When the Particulars come to us, we ſhall 
give an ample Narrative of them. 
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\ Tate-Tr afts, in 'T'wo hank e Firſt Part being a Colleftion of "Sn, 
"Treatiſes relating to the Gby , Privately printed in the Reign of King - 
| Charles IL, The Second Part con of a farther Colleftion of ſeveral 
'Cholte reatiſes relating to the Government, ow. the Year 1660. to 168y./ 
Now ina Body, to ſhew the Neceflity, and clear the Legality of the 
evalution, and our Happy Settlement under the Auſpi ſptcious Reign of heir 

"Ma William and oy: 
- Liqurgia Tigerins : Or, Book Common Prayers , and Adminiſtration 

bf the Sacraments, and orher Eccleſiaſtical Rites and Ceremonies, uſually pra- 


| rings and ſolemnly; performed inall the Churches and Chappels of the City 
4and Canton of.Zurick 3 in mi adek , and" in ſome other Adjacent Coufirries ; 


"x Canons and  Ecclefiiſtical are Appointed ; and as by the 
Ws Fay = ;Righr pat Eg + gs of Zurick rhey are Ado 
| by OG Ir; With the Orders of ng Faith- 

| into. the Exgith T. 


IS. Eh ie the French arid Darh-Congiogariols bf Sonreff ir 
Coy of ws, Linn : pr on — nm of Wrambury/ 


"ops 'of Id EF or; bagked ind exanlat mer 6 
and, by the corMmbn Senſe. Ages; in by x 


aft con/i tal ns this Drtaxhon mpipe,- from his 's 
, 26m 4656. till afrer the Etel of Selankement, in the Year $08. "Tra 
Br Dit iSrion ofthe Law of Nature , according to the Principle gel | 
Reverend Dr. Cumberlazd's (now Lord Biſho 
JE Fn on that . As alſo his Conturation of #5 | 
Renee per ich che Right, Reverend Author's Ap». 


Mor grop = r Mes ve Gt, The Monthly Miſcellany: In a Lerrer to a 
in the Country. Conſiſting of News, Hiſtory, Philoſophy, Port ry, Mu- 
yr Trar &c. Vol. 6 LI 1693- Where are 10 be had Compleat 


Sets for F 3692... ny 
Memoirs - of Three Kings, W lam, Lewis, and 
7 AMES, IR Year 1692, wrirg —_— n the Great Endeavours of Lewis |} 
0 te 14th to 2 his of Janes the Id, ro Remount the Throne.” And © } 
I »_ out for the Allies to rake, to hinder boch. 
* Jn 4, * : b:46 2 t +6 by Sq 6. | | 
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